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Victor Harbor roundabout delivered
THE NEW roundabout at the 
intersection of Torrens Street and 
Crozier Road in Victor Harbor 
has been completed.

David said the $2.3 million 
project delivered on the Marshall 
Government’s main commitment in 
the Finniss electorate, made ahead of 
the 2018 election.

“We identified this as an important 
local infrastructure priority for the 
region after the intersection recorded 
11 crashes from 2013-17,” he said.

“We initially promised up to 

$1 million for the project, however 
the commitment was increased 
after detailed design work by the 
Department of Planning, Transport 
and Infrastructure (DPTI) revealed 
it would cost more than what was 
estimated in a preliminary concept 
design study.

“The local community 
has been calling for the 

intersection to be improved 
for a long time.

“The new roundabout will assist in 

addressing crashes and improving 
overall safety and traffic flow at this 
busy intersection, which experiences 
an average of about 23,000 vehicle 
movements every day.”

The project has also included 
modification of existing kerbs, 
gutters and footpaths, installation of 
LED lighting, new asphalt pavement, 
new pedestrian refuges and line 
marking.

The roundabout has also provided 
an economic boost for the region, 
with local business Coastal 
Landscape and Fencing contracted 

in the build. David said the Marshall 
Government had worked to improve 
other intersections and roads in the 
region since being elected, including:

• installation of a $600,000 
dedicated right-hand turn lane 
on the Victor Harbor Road into 
Arthur Road at Mount Compass;

• upgrading the Port Elliot Road-
Boettcher Road intersection 
near Middleton to a staggered 
T-junction (costing $735,000); 
and

• upgrading two railway level 
crossings on Goolwa Road and 

Alexandrina Road (costing 
$785,400).

“The Marshall Government is 
also contributing $18.4 million to 
the duplication of Victor Harbor 
Road between Old Noarlunga and 
McLaren Vale, and is planning a 
south-bound overtaking lane on 
Victor Harbor Road just north of 
the intersection with Mont Rosa 
Road.

“It’s part of a record $1.115 billion 
investment in regional roads and 
infrastructure in South Australia.”

Traffic flows freely at the intersection of Torrens Street and Crozier Road in Victor Harbor following the contruction of a $2.3 million roundabout, meeting the Marshall Liberal Government’s biggest commitment 
made to the region at the 2018 State election.
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GRANITE ISLAND’S GOOGLE SHOWCASE: The views offered by a visit to Granite Island 
are now online for the world to see. The Department of Environment and Water (DEW) has 
been working with Google’s ‘Trekker’ program to capture panoramic views from walking trails, 
tracks and the water in various national parks and other parts of South Australia including the 
Kangaroo Island Wilderness Trail and the Adelaide Botanic Gardens. David is pictured with DEW 
ranger Seiji Iwaa before he surveyed Granite Island. ‘Trekker’ is the off-road version of Google 
Street View. The ‘Trekker’ device is worn like a backpack and has an array of cameras which 
take images at two-second intervals; the images are then stitched together to create 360-degree 
panoramas. This information allows visitors to see the views which may inspire them to visit a 
destination like Granite Island, or have a look at a campsite or trail before they book a holiday.

DAVID HAS had to put ‘coffee catch-ups’ 
with the electorate on hold during the 
COVID-19 pandemic but is keen to get 
them going when it’s appropriate and safe 
to do so.

“My idea was to get people to register their 
interest in having a coffee and a conversation 
with their local member, and to meet with small 
groups of constituents in an informal setting at 
some of our great local cafés,” he said.

“I apologise to the residents of the Finniss 
electorate that I’ve unfortunately had to put 
coffee dates on hold due to the coronavirus 
restrictions on gatherings.

“When gathering restrictions are further 
relaxed I’ll be looking to hold them again at 
various locations around the region.

“I’m keen to hear about the issues which matter 
to people in the Finniss electorate. There’s a lot 
to talk about: the future of education in the 
region, the new Granite Island causeway, the 
Government’s new Housing and Homelessness 
Strategy, roads you think need upgrading or 
different speed limits, local law and order, or a 
chat on any issue.

“If you’d like to be part of a coffee catch-
up meeting, please contact the Finniss 
Electorate Office on (08) 8552 2152 or email 
finniss@parliament.sa.gov.au to register your 
interest.”

David to 
start ‘coffee 
catch-ups’ 
after virus

EVENING ON OCEAN STREET: Premier Steven Marshall was in the region last month, visiting Macclesfield and Strathalbyn before heading to 
Victor Harbor to speak with local business owners affected by the COVID-19 global pandemic. A number of local businesses successfully applied for 
the Marshall Government’s $10,000 emergency cash grant.
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Strong support for new $31m causeway
THE NEW causeway to 
Granite Island has captured the 
excitement and imaginations of 
the local community.

David said it was the uniqueness 
of Granite Island which had brought 
so many visitors to the South Coast, 
contributing strongly to Victor 
Harbor being one of the most 
popular tourist destinations in South 
Australia.

“There is a great deal of potential 
in this iconic asset, and many ideas 
about how to realise it,” he said. “The 
island has several advantages as a 
tourism attraction. It’s inexpensive, 
it’s a national park, and it’s relatively 
close to Adelaide – a city of more 
than a million potential visitors on 
our doorstep.

“Granite Island’s main advantage is 
having a link to the mainland. Being 
able to walk to the island, or enjoy a 
leisurely trip on the historic horse-
drawn tram, is an essential element in 
its unique attraction to visitors.

“We owe it to future generations 
to ensure there continues to be a 
reliable link to Granite Island, and 
that’s why the State Government is 
investing more than $31 million to 
build a new causeway.

“The old causeway is 
simply too far gone to 
be saved. Its reliability 

is now questionable and 
approaching an inevitable 

and unavoidable end.”

The deterioration of the old 
causeway became dramatically 
apparent on New Year’s Day 2019 
when a wooden pile suddenly 
collapsed, forcing the suspension of 
the horse-drawn tram in the middle 
of our most busy tourism season.

After some emergency repairs, the 
Department of Planning, Transport 
and Infrastructure (DPTI) engaged 
GHD Consultants to carefully 
examine the old causeway in detail 
and found it was in an advanced state 
of deterioration and at the end of its 
useful life.

More extensive temporary repairs 
were carried out in order to maintain 
the link, allow the horse-drawn tram 
to safely operate again, and enable 
locals and visitors to continue to 
enjoy Granite Island’s attractions 
while a permanent solution to the 
problem was developed.

“These repairs are sufficient to 

enable the tram to operate and 
pedestrians to walk to the island, 
but even now the causeway is closed 
in the event of forecast high winds,” 
David said. “It’s safe in nice weather, 
but it’s not the permanent solution 
we need.

“The permanent solution 
is a brand new causeway 

which will provide a reliable 
link to Granite Island for 

generations to come.”

David acknowledged some 
members of the community had 
expressed regret at the demise of the 

old causeway and said the sentiment 
was entirely understandable.

“However many people may be 
surprised to learn the old causeway 
retains little to none of the material 
with which it was originally 
constructed,” he said.

“Over its lifetime the old causeway 
has undergone continuous repairs 
and replacement of materials. The 
deck and balustrade were completely 
replaced in a major rebuild in the 
1950s and only about 9% of the 
original structure under the deck 
remains.

“The engineering assessment of 

the old causeway found that to 
refurbish it would require extensive 
replacements (see table below).

“Sourcing the right timber in 
sufficient quantities for such a project 
is impossible according to DPTI. 
Refurbishing the structure would 
also take a long time, during which 
there would be no link between 
the island and the mainland and a 
serious negative impact on the local 
economy.”

David said a new causeway made 
from proven materials represents a 
viable permanent solution.

“The new causeway will reinstate 
all-day, all-weather access for 
emergency and service vehicles, 
improved pedestrian access and 
better separation of pedestrians and 
the horse-drawn tram,” he said.

“Everyone understands the 
importance of a reliable link to 
Granite Island – a jewel in our local 
tourism crown – to the economies 
of Victor Harbor and the Fleurieu 
Peninsula. Construction is due to 
begin later this year. It’s an exciting 
time for our community!”

CADELL STREET CHAMBERS: Have you seen the ‘Cadell Street Chambers’ building in 
Goolwa? It was the talk of the town during its restoration. Congratulations to locals Anna and 
Nathan Jones. Nathan, a builder and Anna, a lawyer have created a special building which David 
was honoured to officially open in November last year.

David accompanied Premier Steven Marshall on a tour of the causeway and Granite Island last month. Construction of the 
new causeway is anticipated to begin before the end of 2020.

State of the causeway:
• 98% of the existing piles 

would need to be replaced 
including 100% of the original 
piles;

• only five piles out of 219 are 
sound enough to retain;

• most of the timber from the 
1950s reconstruction would 
need to be replaced;

• 100% of the bracing and 
cross railing would need to be 
replaced;

• 80% of the lower deck and 
100% of the upper deck 
would need to be replaced.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN grain growers can now finally make 
the choice their counterparts interstate have been able to make 
for more than a decade and produce genetically modified (GM) 
crops.

Legislation which lifted the former Labor government’s moratorium 
on GM crops passed Parliament in May following an independent 
review and extensive consultation with the community.

David said the independent review had found that contrary to the 
former government’s claim the moratorium conferred an economic 
advantage for the State’s growers, it had in fact cost farmers up to 
$33 million from 2004-18 and would cost an additional $5 million if 
maintained until 2025.

“It also found that grain from South Australia did not attract premium 
prices due to the moratorium even though it was also justified on this 
basis,” he said.

“South Australia has long been a global centre of 
excellence in grains research and crop breeding. 

Lifting the moratorium will trigger more investment 
in this sector, generating productivity gains and 
improved environmental and natural resource 

management outcomes in our State.”

In addition to maintaining the moratorium on Kangaroo Island, a key 
part of the legislation ending the moratorium was giving councils the 
opportunity to apply to the Government for their area to be designated 
as a place where GM crops may not be grown.

“Councils will be required to consult local growers, food processors 
and manufacturers, and the wider community,” David said. “The final 
decision is left to the Minister after he consults with the GM Crop 
Advisory Committee.

“This is a great result for South Australia’s grains industry. More than 
a decade of experience interstate has clearly demonstrated GM systems 
can easily co-exist alongside non-GM systems on farms and throughout 
the supply chain. Denying our growers access to this technology made 
no sense.”

GM crop moratorium 
lifted in South Australia

Parliament approves farm trespass laws
STRONGER PENALTIES for 
illegal activism attacking the State’s 
farmers and agricultural industries 
were passed by Parliament in April.

The legislation has created a new, 
standalone aggravated farm trespass 
offence which recognises the increased 
risks posed by illegal farm invasions.

David said illegal farm invasions not 
only threatened the safety of farming 
families but also increased the risk of 
food contamination and compromised 
biosecurity.

“South Australian farms are more 
than just businesses meeting the ever-
increasing demand in Australia and 
around the world for meat, egg and 
dairy products,” he said. “In nearly all 
cases they are family homes, where 
often several generations have lived and 
worked.

“People found guilty of the new 
offence could face a $10,000 fine or 

“This legislation doesn’t prevent 
that; it provides stronger penalties for 
activity which is already illegal. If you 
trespass on a farm, steal an animal or 
damage property just to make a point, 
you will be held accountable.

“Eating meat and consuming other 
animal products is a perfectly legitimate 
choice in our free society and producing 
these commodities is an entirely 
legitimate enterprise which generates 
billions of dollars in our economy every 
year, contributing to the wellbeing of 
every South Australian.

“Livestock agriculture is an important 
part of the identity and economy of 
the Fleurieu Peninsula in particular. 
We have some of the best meat and 
dairy producers in the world right here 
making a tremendous contribution to 
our community and that’s why I have 
advocated for tougher penalties to more 
effectively deter illegal attacks on their 
livelihoods and their homes.”

12 months’ imprisonment, and farmers 
will also be able to seek compensation.”

Other changes achieved with the 
legislation include increased penalties 
for interfering with farm gates (from 
$750 to $1500) and introducing on-
the-spot $375 fines for the offence, 
increased penalties for disturbing 
farm animals ($2500 or six months’ 
imprisonment), and the doubling of 
fines for other trespassing offences if 
they take place on primary production 
land.

David emphasised the increased 
penalties targeted activism which was 
already illegal.

“There are many legal options 
available to activists to promote their 
views and if a person suspects animal 
welfare laws or regulations are being 
breached they are able to report it to 
the RSPCA, which is empowered to 
investigate these matters and prosecute 
them if warranted,” he said.

OUT AND ABOUT: Earlier this year David hosted Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development Tim Whetstone 
on a visit to the region which included tours of Harvest the Fleurieu and the Alexandrina Cheese Company, and visiting beef 
and dairy farmers at Mosquito Hill.

• Lower environmental footprint
• Reduced chemical use
• Lower risk of herbicide resistance developing
• More effective weed control
• Higher yields
• Higher oil quality
• Improved productivity and profitability

Benefits of genetically-modified (GM) canola:
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ALMOST $10 million is being invested 
in the redevelopment of Mount Compass 
Area School ahead of the anticipated 
transition of Year 7 students into high 
school in 2022.

David said that once the project is completed 
late next year, the school will be able to 
accommodate up to 600 students.

“This project is part of the largest ever 
investment in education capital works in South 
Australia, totalling $1.3 billion and benefitting 
around 100 public schools,” he said.

“It also includes the building of three brand 
new schools at Aldinga, Angle Vale and 
Whyalla.”

The project at Mount Compass includes a 
new:
• art/technical studies building;
• resources centre and student services 

building;
• home economics building with learning 

areas and a new school canteen;
• flexible dual classroom building which can 

also be used as a performance space;
• school entry facing School Road;
• administration building with foyer and 

reception areas, offices, storage and staff 
amenities; and

• refurbished change rooms with new fixtures 
and fittings;

• a refurbished gymnasium including new 
acoustic ceiling and roof treatments; and

• demolition of aged transportable buildings 
on the site.

“This is a great achievement for the Mount 
Compass school community, which has 
strongly advocated for some much-needed 
improvements at the school,” David said.

$9.75 million 
upgrade at 
Mount Compass 
Area School

After beginning school at Port Elliot David spent most of his primary school years as a student of Mount Compass Area School, which is now 
getting a $9.75 million upgrade.

Redevelopment for 
Victor Harbor R-7 school
WORK ON THE redevelopment of 
the Victor Harbor R-7 School is due to 
commence in September this year.

David said the $5 million project centred 
on the construction of a new learning centre 
incorporating a range of features.

“The new building will include general 
learning areas, a computer workshop, a 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, 
mathematics) learning area, breakout spaces 
and staff preparation areas,” he said.

“The rooves, gutters, downpipes, ceiling 
and lighting will be replaced in three of the 
school’s existing buildings while one of the 
older transportable buildings on the site will be 
demolished.

“The covered outdoor learning area, along 
with a covered walkway, will be replaced and 

there will be some new landscaping and paving 
as well.”

David said the project was due for completion 
by August next year and once finished, the 
school would be able to accommodate up to 
730 students.

“The population on the South Coast is 
increasing at about twice the national average 
and it’s important we invest now to meet the 
region’s future education needs,” he said.

David said that in addition to local school 
upgrades, preschools in the region would each 
receive a $20,000 grant from a $32 million 
stimulus package to engage local businesses and 
tradespeople to undertake maintenance work.

“These grants will be used at the discretion 
of each preschool for things like painting, 
landscaping and kitchen upgrades,” he said.

A concept drawing featuring the redevelopment of Victor Harbor R-7 School, a $5 million project due 
to commence in September this year. The school currently accommodates around 550 students but 
this will increase to 730 when the redevelopment is completed in August next year.
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Community meets the 
COVID-19 challenge
THE COVID-19 pandemic has been an 
unprecedented challenge for the whole 
world but South Australians have coped 
very well, David says.

“Many communities showed their resilience 
and generosity during the bushfires and they’ve 
done so again in the face of the coronavirus,” he 
said.

“Everyone has been asked to make sacrifices 
and big changes to the way we live, the way 
we interact with each other and the way we 
do business in order to limit the spread of 
COVID-19.

“It hasn’t been easy. For many people, 
especially those who have lost work or 
whose business has had to close, it’s been an 
extraordinarily difficult time.

“Families have had to adapt to schools 
suspending face-to-face learning in the 
classroom. They haven’t been able to play or 
watch their favourite sports, go to the cinema, 
work out at the gym, attend religious services 
or visit friends and relatives.

“People have had elective surgeries postponed 
and medical appointments delayed.

“Tourism has also taken a big hit. Our 
region, which relies strongly on visitors for its 
economy, will be feeling the impact for some 
time to come.

“However our community has largely done 
the right thing along with the rest of the 
State, which has meant we’ve been able to 
move forward early with relaxing some of the 
restrictions.

“This could not have happened without 
the understanding and cooperation of South 
Australians.”

David said that of the 440 cases recorded 
in the State (at the time of printing this 
newspaper), up to a dozen had been in the 
Fleurieu Peninsula region.

“By the end of April our region was completely 

free of known cases, and fortunately none of 
these were fatal,” he said.

“Quite a few local businesses were able to 
remain open, and some of them were very 
creative and inventive in how they kept 
operating while observing the social distancing 
requirements.

“It was great to see our community rally to 
support these businesses with their custom.

“It’s also been great to see families making 
the most of the situation, spending more time 
together and coming up with clever ways to 
stay in touch and provide support and comfort 
for friends, family and the more vulnerable 
members of our community.”

David said the Marshall Government was 
investing in a campaign to promote South 
Australian regions to travellers.

“This represents an excellent opportunity for 
the visitor economy of the South Coast and 
Fleurieu Peninsula,” he said. “Now is the time 
for our region to shine.

“Some restrictions on travel could be in place 
for quite a while to come and this essentially 
means that, for the moment at least, we have 
limited competition in the tourism market.

“I’ve been impressed by the efforts of many 
local operators to get their businesses ready as 
we embark on the road to recovery.

“Over the June long weekend we saw a lot of 
visitors return to the area, riding the Cockle 
Train, walking out to Granite Island or heading 
for the coast to watch whales. I was astounded 
at the traffic jam on Victor Harbor Road on 
Monday evening, with vehicles backed up 
from Old Noarlunga all the way past Mount 
Compass.

“Life may not completely return to normal for 
a while yet, and I think this pandemic has been 
a catalyst for some more permanent changes. 
But thanks to our collective effort we’re getting 
things moving again sooner than we initially 
hoped.”

PREMIER’S VISIT: Premier Steven Marshall is a frequent visitor to the Finniss electorate. Late 
last year David took the Premier to Goolwa PipiCo at Port Elliot, which recently received a 
Regional Growth Fund grant, and then to Victor Harbor as a guest of Encounter Youth to tour 
the Schoolies Festival facilities. The Premier also visited the Anchorage to discuss plans for the 
new hotel.

McHAPPY DAY: David has always been a keen participant in ‘McHappy Day’ at the Victor Harbor 
McDonald’s restaurant owned by locals Gavin (pictured) and Nat Daniell. The event raises funds 
for Ronald McDonald House Charities, which supports families with seriously ill children.

BUSHFIRE FUNDRAISER: More than $14,500 was raised for the Kangaroo Island Mayoral 
Relief and Recovery Bushfire Fund at an event held at Grosvener Hotel earlier this year. 
Kangaroo Island Mayor and former Member for Finniss Michael Pengilly (back row, left) visited 
Victor Harbor for the fundraiser, which also featured guest speakers Minister for Emergency 
Services Corey Wingard (front row, third from left), South Australian Fire and Emergency Services 
Commission (SAFECOM) chief executive Dominic Lane (front row, left), Country Fire Service 
(CFS) Chief Officer Mark Jones (front row, right) and vice-captain of the Australian men’s Test 
cricket team, Travis Head. Also pictured in the back row are, from left, Alexandrina Council Mayor 
Keith Parkes, City of Victor Harbor Mayor Dr Moira Jenkins, Alexandrina Council chief executive 
Glenn Rappensberg and City of Victor Harbor chief executive Victoria MacKirdy.
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EIGHT SPORTING clubs on the South Coast shared in 
$40,000 from the last round of the State Government’s 
Active Club Program.

David said the program had been in place since 1996 and had 
provided more than 10,000 individual grants with a total value 
exceeding $46 million.

“It’s been a very successful program providing small grants to 
local sport and recreational clubs to further develop the services 
they provide in the community,” he said.

“The program usually provides grants up to $5000 for items 
like sports equipment and uniforms, or equipment for ground 
maintenance. Occasionally the program will offer grants up to 
$25,000 for upgrading facilities.

“I encourage all sporting and recreational clubs in the Finniss 
electorate to maintain a watch on the program’s webpage at orsr.
sa.gov.au/funding/apply_for_funding/active_club_program.

A COMPREHENSIVE plan to redevelop and modernise 
the Goolwa Oval Sports Precinct received a boost in April 
with $800,000 from the Marshall Government’s Grassroots 
Football, Cricket and Netball Facilities Program.

David said the complex urgently required a major upgrade to 
accommodate the community’s needs.

“Goolwa is a growing regional community and there is 
increasing demand on local sporting and recreational facilities,” 
he said.

“Sport club memberships are on the rise in Goolwa and this has 
placed stress on the original infrastructure at the oval precinct, 
some of which dates back to the 1940s. Alexandrina Council’s 
plan to improve the precinct is strongly backed by the local 
community.

“The contribution from the Marshall Government will help 
to kickstart the (estimated) $3.387 million first stage of the 
project: construction of new integrated multi-use sporting 
clubroom facilities.

“In March I was pleased to arrange a visit to the precinct by 
Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing Cory Wingard so he 
could hear directly from the community about the need for this 
upgrade, one of a dozen projects across South Australia receiving 
a combined total of more than $6 million from this round of the 
program.”

Alexandrina Council’s $10.9 million overall master plan for the 
sporting complex redevelopment includes:

• a 1194m² integrated multi-use sporting clubroom facilities 
(first stage funded and due to commence in September 2020);

• four new unisex changerooms;
• new cricket training facilities;
• new croquet pitches;
• a new football warm-up area;
• new dedicated lighting;
• new shared paths linking with Goolwa’s CBD;
• open green spaces with gazebos, barbecues and seating;
• new roadways and visitor car parks; and
• a new charity bookshop and storage shed.

Grand plan for Goolwa 
Oval gets $800,000 boost

David presented an Active Club Program grant certificate for $5000 to Victor Harbor Netball Club secretary Deb White and president 
Leah Depledge.

“Our clubs play an important role in the community, 
promoting good health through physical activity and facilitating 
social connectivity. The Marshall Government recognises this 
contribution and has distributed more than $120 million to 
sport clubs, programs and infrastructure since March 2018.”

Active Club Program delivers $40,000 in Finniss

Active Club Program Round 48 recipients:
Encounter Bay Cricket Club $5000
Goolwa Hockey Club $5000
Goolwa Tennis Club $5000
Great Southern Swimming Club $5000
Port Elliot Cricket Club $5000
Victor Harbor Archery Club $5000
Victor Harbor Lakers Basketball Club $5000
Victor Harbor Netball Club $5000

From left, Alexandrina Council Mayor Keith Parkes and Goolwa-Port Elliot Football Club president 
Ryan Bridges accepted a cheque for an $800,000 grant from the State Government’s Grassroots 
Football, Cricket and Netball Facilities Program from Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing the 
Hon Corey Wingard (right) in April. The grant will go towards new integrated multi-use clubroom 
facilities.
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Wharf precinct project a gamechanger
A GAME-CHANGING project to 
revitalise the historic Goolwa Wharf 
Precinct will now go ahead thanks to major 
funding contributions from all three levels 
of government.

David said $3.75 million from the Federal 
Government’s Building Better Regions 
Fund (BBRF), announced in early June, had 
been supplemented with a $1.25 million 
commitment from the State Government.

“Alexandrina Council has committed $2.5 
million and done a fantastic job pulling together 
other contributions,” David said. “This project 
is a major investment in the future of Goolwa, 
and the broader region’s visitor economy.”

The precinct is recognised as being of national 
significance and features historic buildings and 
residences from the river trade era. It remains 
one of only two places in the world (the other 
is Mallaig in Scotland) where visitors can link a 
journey on a steam train with a steam-powered 
paddleboat.

It’s a special ‘meeting of the waters’ place 
for the Ngarrindjeri people, the gateway to 
the Coorong and Murray Mouth, and hosts 
about 70 events every year including the South 
Australian Wooden Boat Festival (the largest 
event in the region, attracting about 15,000 
people).

“All of these features make the precinct 
absolutely unique in Australia,” David said. “The 
council’s plan is to realise the potential these 
offer to provide a must-do visitor experience 
combining Indigenous and European 

heritage, the natural environment and modern 
technology catering to tourists.”

Priorities for the project include:
• replacing or upgrading the wharf and wharf 

shed;
• renewing the roof and air conditioning at 

the Signal Point Regional Art and Cultural 
Centre, and improving accessibility;

• developing an open air function space, 
shared paths and communal public areas;

• extending the car park; and
• wayfinding and wi-fi.

David said the council also has aspirations 
for an Aboriginal heritage and culture centre 
at the precinct, and for integrating the historic 
superintendent’s cottage, visitor information 

centre and harbour master’s residence in the 
redevelopment along with the possibility of 
developing five-star accommodation at the 
historic site.

“The aim is to develop a regional tourism 
icon, which will not only benefit Goolwa but 
draw more visitors across the South Coast and 
Fleurieu Peninsula,” David said.

It was all smiles at the historic Goolwa Wharf Precinct in June with the announcement that Alexandrina Council was successful in its application to the 
Federal Government’s Building Better Region’s Fund for its $7.5 million redevelopment project at the wharf. From left, Alexandrina Council Mayor Keith 
Parkes, chief executive Glenn Rappensberg, David and Senator Andrew McLachlan CSC, who announced the Commonwealth funding.

ABOVE: David represented the State Government at the launch of Kuti Co, a 
collaboration between Goolwa PipiCo, the Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation, 
the Ngarrindjeri people and the Government. RIGHT: The Port Elliot Surf 
Life Saving Club is set for a $6 million rebuild with contributions from the club, 
Alexandrina Council and the State Government. David is pictured with Surf Life 
Saving SA’s John Baker, club president Peter Francis, life member Bob Bruce, 
Alexandrina Council Mayor Keith Parkes and Minister for Emergency Services 
Corey Wingard.


