
VICTOR HARBOR is celebrating 
after Premier Steven Marshall 
joined Member for Finniss David 
Basham to announce $20 million for 
the Granite Island causeway.

David said the funding, part of the 
2019 State Budget, would go towards 
a permanent solution to secure the 
causeway’s future as a South Australian 
tourism icon.

“This is a tremendous outcome for our 
community,” David said.

“Along with Granite Island and the 
horse-drawn tram, the causeway is 

an iconic landmark here in South 
Australia.

“It’s been a key piece of tourism 
infrastructure in the State for 150 
years, and has been in desperate need 
of major repairs and an upgrade for a 
long time.”

David said the need for major repairs 
became very apparent on New Year’s 
Day when one of the causeway’s piles 
collapsed and the horse-drawn tram 
was suspended for safety reasons.

“This couldn’t have happened at 
a worse time for our local tourism 

“We’re consulting with stakeholders 
about the optimum permanent solution 
for the causeway and once that’s 
decided, work will commence in the 
2019-20 financial year.

“A range of options is on the table.”
David said the funding was part of a 

record $1.115 billion investment by 
the Marshall Government in regional 
infrastructure and roads.

“It was great to have the Premier in our 
electorate for this announcement, and 
it’s great being part of a Government 
focused on regional development.”

industry, especially after the kiosk on 
the island had just re-opened,” he said.

Further examination of the causeway 
revealed the need for extensive repairs 
to enable the horse-drawn tram to 
operate safely again.

“Repairs have been underway for 
months now,” David said. “There was 
another major repair job undertaken in 
2012.

“Such repairs are only temporary, 
which is why the Marshall Government 
is investing in a permanent solution 
which secures the causeway’s future.
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David and Premier of South Australia Steven Marshall following the announcement $20 million had been allocated in the 2019 State Budget for the Granite Island causeway.
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Do you have a community 
project	which	needs	funding?

GRANTS SA

Phone 1300 650 985
Email	grantssa@sa.gov.au

Web	www.dhs.sa.gov.au/grantssa

THE FLEURIEU Peninsula is 
the big winner in the Marshall 
Liberal Government’s $11.8 million 
investment to enhance nature-based 
tourism in South Australia.

David said $6 million had been 
allocated to upgrade the Heysen 
Trail from Cape Jervis to Deep 
Creek over the next three years.
“This is great news for our region,” 

he said. “I can’t think of a better way 
to experience the natural heritage 
of the Fleurieu Peninsula than by 
walking the famous Heysen Trail.
“This upgrade is going to make the 

trail universally accessible, opening 
it to everyone from seasoned bush 
walkers to casual visitors.
“The project will also include 

upgrading existing campgrounds 
and amenities, and building a new 
day visitor facility at Deep Creek 
Conservation Park.”
David said providing visitors with 

a diverse choice of experiences was 

one of the best ways to enhance 
tourism on the Fleurieu Peninsula.
“Nature-based tourism is a growing 

sector in the industry and we have 
a lot to offer in our region, from 
watching whales to cycling along 
our coast,” he said.
“It’s important that we develop 

opportunities which will improve 
our year-round tourism offering and  
the resilience of the economy.”

Heysen 
Trail in 
line for 
upgrade

Above, David checks out the stunning view 
from the Great Southern Ocean Walk at 
the  announcement of a $6 million upgrade 
of the Heysen Trail, part of an $11.8 million 
investment in the State’s national parks.

Community	grants	of	up	to	$50,000	
are	available	from	Grants	SA.	Grant	
rounds	for	2019-20	open	in	July.
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Duplication	
delivered

There are more than 25,000 vehicle movements per day on Victor Harbor Rd between Main 
South Rd and McLaren Vale.

THE LONG AWAITED duplication 
of Victor Harbor Rd will begin at 
its northern end after the Morrison 
Federal Government allocated $73.6 
million to the project in its 2019 
Budget.

David said it was an amazing result for 
the Fleurieu Peninsula.

“This project will see the duplication 
of Victor Harbor Rd from its intersection 
with Main South Rd down to McLaren 
Vale,” he said.

“This is the busiest part of the road, 
with about 25,000 vehicle movements 
every day.

“It’s going to be a real game changer 
for our region, making the commute to 
Adelaide easier and safer while also 
bringing productivity improvements 
and more tourists.”

David said the project would include 
two 3.5 metre lanes each way with a 2.5 
metre painted median strip and a wire 
rope safety barrier, as well as alignment 
improvements at the intersections of 
Robinson Rd, Quarry Rd, Ostrich Farm 
Rd and Budgens Rd.

“The Marshall Government is 

contributing $18.4 million to the 
project,” he said.

“This is a huge investment in the future 
of our region and it’s only possible due 
to the high level of cooperation between 
the State and Federal governments since 
the 2018 South Australian election.”

David said the Marshall Government 
was investing $1.115 billion in the 
State’s regional roads and 
infrastructure.

“This is a new record for South 
Australia,” he said. “It includes $237 
million for maintenance, something 
which was unfortunately neglected 
by the previous Labor government, 
and $143 million for upgrades like 
overtaking lanes and shoulder sealing.

“As we’ve all seen this year, there have 
been too many deaths on our country 
roads. Our priority with these upgrades 
is to improve road safety in our regions 
and reduce the road toll.

“We’re also sharply focused on 
building the economies of South 
Australia’s regional areas and creating 
local jobs. One of the best ways to do 
this is to invest in productive 
infrastructure.”
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STOP PRESS: Minister for Transport and Infrastructure Stephan Knoll this month announced in 
Parliament an overtaking lane would be constructed on Victor Harbor Rd between Crows Nest Rd 
and the 80km/h zone just before the roundabout near the Urrimbirra Wildlife Park, costing more 
than $2.5 million. This year’s State Budget also includes $981,500 for the round-a-bout in Victor 
Harbor, and shoulder sealing on Inman Valley Rd.
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Active Club Program
If your community sport club needs some new gear, uniforms or equipment to maintain the grounds, make sure 
you check out the South Australian Government’s Active Club Program. Grants of up to $5000 are available.

Visit the Office of Recreation and Sport website at ors.sa.gov.au or get in touch with your local 
Member of Parliament, David Basham, on 8552 2152 or email finniss@parliament.sa.gov.au.

OVER THE YEARS it’s been 
wonderful to see the return of whales 
to our shores in ever increasing 
numbers.

David said it’s also been great to see 
increasing numbers of people—perhaps 
400,000 every year—visiting our region 
to watch whales.

“They bring much-needed dollars to 
our local businesses during the colder 
months,” he said.

“Whale watching is a growing industry 
both locally and in waters around 
Australia.

“The industry and governments fully 
understand the importance of ensuring 
our fascination with whales doesn’t 
hurt them or interfere with their natural 
behaviour.

“Many years ago the South Australian 
Government put in place strict laws 
governing our interaction with whales.

“The regulations strongly restrict 
approaches by vessels, swimmers and 
aircraft. They require people to move 
away and keep their distance, and 
prohibit other activities which may 
disturb whales.

“There have been extremely few cases 
of the law being breached. The first such 
case was in 2010 and heard in Victor 
Harbor; a conviction was recorded and 
a fine of $4000 imposed.

“Another local case in 2012 involved 
a jet skier being fined $15,000 for 
harassing whales in Encounter Bay. 
Penalties are very severe for breaching 
the law: up to two years’ jail and fines 
of up to $100,000.

“South Australian law is clearly very 
effective in protecting whales, which 
is one of the main reasons why I don’t 
support Alexandrina Council’s proposal 
for an exclusion zone on the South 
Coast during whale season.

“There simply isn’t any need for a 
change.”

David said the proposed zone would 
also severely restrict local whale 
watching operators, tour and charter 
businesses, and recreational and 

commercial fishing—all important 
contributors to the local economy.

“I’m further concerned Alexandrina 
Council has allowed itself to be 
pressured by vested interests largely 
outside our community,” he said.

“Activists are increasingly targeting 
councils to get involved in areas where 
they have absolutely no jurisdiction such 
as foreign affairs, human rights, natural 
resources and—in this case—regulating 
access to the sea. The result is usually 
ratepayers’ money being squandered on 
empty symbolism.

Now, the State Government will 
be required to devote considerable 
taxpayers’ resources to formally 
considering a request that it do 
something which is completely 
unnecessary.

“It’s impossible to see how this 
exercise has been in the best interests 
of our community, which is now 
increasingly opposed to the idea. I 
hope our local councils are listening. I 
certainly am, and I’m making sure the 
State Government is too.”

No need for exclusion zoneNo need for exclusion zone

David considers that existing South Australians laws and 
regulations are sufficient for protecting whales in local waters.
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SA Export 
Accelerator
Program
Financial assistance for 
South Australian businesses 
looking to grow into 
international markets

Emerging Exporter grants up to $5000

Export Accelerator grants up to $30,000

New Market Entry grants up to $15,000

dtti.sa.gov.au/saea

GRASSROOTS SPORTS will 
get a $15 million funding boost 
under the Marshall Government’s 
Grassroots Football, Cricket and 
Netball Facility Program.

David urged sporting clubs on the 
Fleurieu Peninsula to apply.

“The Office of Sport, Recreation 
and Racing is collaborating with the 
SACA and SANFL to provide $6 
million, while another $9 million will 
be chipped in by councils, sporting 
clubs, the Federal Government and 
other agencies,” he said.

“The funding is for improving 
infrastructure at sporting clubs, with 
a focus on family-friendly facilities 
and improving the community’s 
participation in sporting and 
recreational activities to help more 
people be active and healthy.”

David said the Marshall Government 
was committed to helping community 

groups and sporting clubs through a 
range of programs.

“These include the very popular 
Active Club Program, which provides 
grants of up to $5000 for things like 
sporting equipment, uniforms and 
equipment for grounds maintenance,” 
he said.

“There is also the Community 
Recreation and Sport Facilities 
Program, which provides funding 
of up to $1 million for larger scale 
projects which develop or upgrade 
facilities.

“More than $4.3 million is available 
under this program in 2019-20, and 
there will be multiple rounds of the 
Active Club Program as well.”

For more information about the grant 
programs, visit the Office of Sport, 
Recreation and Racing website at 
https://ors.sa.gov.au/funding/apply_
for_funding or phone 1300 714 990.

Grassroots	sports	funding	boost

Preliminary work 
heralds new round-a-bout
PRELIMINARY WORK has 
recently commenced at the 
intersection of Torrens Sreet and 
Crozier Road in Victor Harbor, the 
site of a new round-a-bout promised 
at the 2018 State election.

David said construction would begin 
later in the year.

“This was my largest commitment 
at last year’s State election: up to $1 
million for a round-a-bout,” he said.

“Funding for the project had been 
brought forward to 2018-19 in the 
Marshall Government’s first State 

Budget, however the construction need 
to be carefully timed with other road 
works being undertaken by the City of 
Victor Harbor to make sure the town 
wasn’t completely gridlocked.

“This has been a problem intersection 
in Victor Harbor for some time now, 
and the Department of Planning, 
Transport and Infrastructure identified 
a roundabout as the most effective 
solution to improve safety.

“It’s good to see that some preliminary 
work has been underway. Local 
businesses and residents will see the 
main project start in a few months.”

Preliminary works at the intersection of Torrens Street and Crozier Road in Victor 
Harbor started a few weeks ago. Construction of the roundabout is due to begin 
later in 2019.
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JOBS AND EXPORTS will 
increase at local business Goolwa 
PipiCo with some assistance from 
a Marshall Liberal Government 
grant.

David said the business was a great 
local success story.

“Pipis, or cockles as they were once 
called, were not all that long ago used 
primarily as fish bait,” he said.

“Thanks to the people behind 
Goolwa PipiCo, pipis have come a 
long way as an increasingly popular 
delicacy gracing tables in restaurants 
across Australia.

“This is a great success story of which 
everyone in the region can be proud. 
It’s a unique partnership which is also 
providing employment and economic 

opportunities for Ngarrindjeri people, 
as well as ensuring a sustainable 
wild-catch fishery through traditional 
harvesting practices.”

In February, David was joined in 
Port Elliot by Minister for Primary 
Industries and Regional Development 
Tim Whetstone to announce a 
$489,335 grant for the business from 
the Marshall Government’s $150 
million Regional Development Fund 
(RDF).

“This will assist Goolwa PipiCo 
in expanding its processing and 
packaging capacity,” David said.

“The expansion will create eight 
full-time jobs. This is one of the main 
aims of the RDF: economic growth 
and jobs in regional areas.”

Goolwa	PipiCo	to	expand	
operations	with	RDF	grant

Congratulatory Messages
Contact your local Member of Parliament, 

David Basham MP, to arrange an official 
congratulatory message on the occasion of a 
significant birthday or wedding anniversary.

David can arrange messages from the Queen, 
Governor-General, Governor, Prime Minister, 
Premier of South Australia and himself for 90th, 

95th, 100th, 105th and 110th birthdays, and for 
60th, 65th and 70th wedding anniversaries.

Congratulatory messages from David can 
also be arranged for earlier milestones such 
as 50th wedding anniversaries and birthdays, 

and 18th and 21st birthdays.

Make your special occasion even more 
memorable with a congratulatory message.

Contact the Finniss Electorate Office 
by phone (08) 8552 2152 or email 

finniss@parliament.sa.gov.au or just drop by 
at 71 Victoria St, Victor Harbor.

Mt	Compass	intersection	complete
WORK HAS JUST been completed 
on the upgraded intersection of 
Arthur Rd and Victor Harbor Rd at 
Mount Compass.

David said the $600,000 project had 
been completed quickly but it had not 
been without complication.

“This upgrade has significantly 
improved road safety at Mount 
Compass by adding a dedicated south-
bound right-hand turn lane into Arthur 
Rd,” he said.

“I was impressed with how quickly 
the department got the job done and 
how it managed local traffic in the area, 
particularly during school days.

“There was one major complication 
the department could not anticipate 
during the project: the Federal election 
in May.

“In recent years the polling booth 
at Mount Compass had been located 
at a school building very close to the 
intersection and that would have created 
a traffic nightmare on election day.

“Fortunately I was able to inform 
the Australian Electoral Commission 
(AEC) of the road works and ask that 
the polling booth be relocated at the 
War Memorial Hall.

“This proved to be a good alternative 
location on election day.”

David cooking up some paella with Tom Robinson at the announcement of the Regional 
Development Fund grant for Goolwa PipiCo.

The upgrade at the intersection of Arthur Rd and Victor Harbor Rd at Mount 
Compass features a new dedicated right-hand turn lane.
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David officially commissioned the Victor 
Harbor-Goolwa Sea Rescue Squadron’s 

new rescue vessel VH65 in March.

Out	in	the	community...Out	in	the	community...

David with award recipient Jodie Connor, right, and her mother 
Glenda at the Fleurieu Women’s Community Awards in March.

David with the Governor of South Australia, the Hon Hieu Van Le AC, 
at the South Australian Wooden Boat Festival at Goolwa in April. Laying a wreath in Port Elliot during the Centenary of the Armistice 

commemoration on Remembrance Day in November 2018.


